














BANGLADESH

Where Hindus and Muslims Study Bible Courses Together

ECS study courses were first trans-
lated in 1963 by Baptist missionary Gene
Gurgainus. Since then, these Bible courses
have been widely used for village evan-
gelism. To date, 160 churches have been
planted. Because of Pakistani cruelty in
the 1971 war, many Muslims were disil-
lusioned. As a result, Muslims in indepen-
dent Bangladesh are open to hearing the
gospel. In fact, thousands of Muslims and
Hindus study the courses each year.

These false religions are so strong, how-
ever, that few students are saved even after
completing the five Bible courses offered.
Most students never make a commitment
of faith in Christ—making the dedication
of those graders and workers all the more
amazing. However, there still is reason
to rejoice. Recently, 18 students were
saved and obeyed the Lord in baptism!

In 2008, 11,427 courses were distributed
with 8,731 coming back for correction—
76%—a tribute to their well-structured
follow-up program.

Asai Tripura was saved in a village and
educated in a mission school. He earned
his M.Div. degree and now administers the
Bangladesh Bible Correspondence School
from their head office in densely populat-
ed Chittagong, with three branch offices
cach having two workers. These dedicated
Christians spend two days a week grading
courses in the office and three days visiting
the churches in the towns and villages to
collect the completed courses, distribute
the next one, and enroll new students.
These fellow brothers and sisters in

A student rally and graduation with

Christ would like to add another series of
courses for new believers to be used in the
churches. Remember their efforts, safety,
and decision-making in your prayers.

—Jim Fleming serves as International
Coordinator with ECS Ministries
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Unique to Bangladesh: Different

versions of the same ECS study course

produced for Muslim and Hindu

students.

Bangladeshis are always going
somewbhere. But very few know where
they will spend eterniry.

over 120 attending.

Jim with Asai and the office worker

in Chittagong.
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2010 BIBLE BOOK CHALLENGE

> JAMES %

vee Faith on Trial

Pray for the Bible Book Challenge FAdh
participants, that God would use this LETHE B
study to encourage their hearts and that ¢ JAM g :
they would grow in Christ, bearing much -
fruit for His honor and glory.

For more details and updates concerning
the Bible Book Challenge go to
www.ecsministries.org and click on the

Book Challenge logo. Also consider
registering your church for the 2011 Bible

Book Challenge.

Participants in the second annual Bible
Book Challenge are off and running!
Around 40 churches and over 575 individ-
uals registered to study Zhe Letter of James.

From Maine to California, 20 different
states are represented with groups both
large and small. It is truly encouraging to
see what God is doing through this fun,

Bible study initiative.
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1-888-338-7809  ecsorders@ecsministries.org

WWww.ecsministries.org
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